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Sauvignon, Merlot, and a touch of Petit Verdot), and Domaine
du Castel C (a Chardonnay) — were the first Israeli wines
ever to be selected by the wine connoisseurs’ magazine
Decanter as their wines of the month.

One of the loveliest mountain roads in Israel winds through
a forest of pine, carob, and cypress trees down to the Sorek
Valley and Kibbutz Tzor'ah. Samson was born here, says the
Bible, “between Tzor’ah and Eshta’ol.” Samson’s parents
declared him a Nazirite — him to God and

him from certain worldly things — and as such he was not
permitted to drink wine. Had he lived in the days when
Tzor’ah began producing a fine Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc, and
Johannesburg Reisling, who knows if he would have
withstood the temptation?

Some people say that the climate in the area around Tzor’ah
‘where the kibbutz has its vineyards is too hot for wine grapes.
But to vintner Ronnie James, the right Mediterranean breeze,
the right amount of sunlight, and the perfect soil for each
type of wine — known in French as terroir — simply needs
to be located. He believes he has found it in his home valley
and up-country, where Tzor'ah has another vineyard.

Here too, the results speak for themselves: Tzor'ah’s three

in winemaking you can never steal: the personality of the
vintner, and the terroir. “You have to produce the wine that
the place knows how to make,” he says mysteriously. His
personal taste runs to rustic and he reports that Nachshon’s
Cabernet and Merlot have been well received. Padawer
continues to learn the secrets of his land and his grapes and
expects good results to become excellent ones in the years
to come.

Kibbutz Nachshon runs winemaking tours for families and
groups. They start on foot at an ancient winepress nearby
and continue to a reconstructed one at the winery. In season,
people can press their own grapes, design their own labels,
bottle the product, and take it home. In addition to wine and
Nachshon’s own cheeses, the winery store carries other local
products, including olive oil, olives, and jams.

Small wineries are burgeoning all over the world, says
Eli Ben Zaken. In Europe, it's the younger generation of the
old established grape-growers who are looking for the
challenge and profit of making their own wine instead of
selling their produce to the big wineries. They have the

dv of ies-long ip of vi whereas
in Israel everything is from scratch. But that well-known
Israeli ination of i ion and vision will

white wines each won gold medals at the recent

Competition for Professional Vintners in Turkey. The main
sales outlet for the winery is the kibbutz shop and delicatessen,
about to expand into a retail wine shop. The kibbutz runs

continue turning this dream, too, into a reality, and a delectable
one at that.

“Visits to the Castel Wineries are by appointment only.




