Lir G. Ben-zaken is one of the most talented and successful winegrowers in Israel. His vineyards are located west of
Jerusalem at an altitude of 700 meters. They are densely planted on slopes and deep valleys facing the prevailing summer
winds (northwest). His yields are small and his wines have caught the attention of worldwide experts including Serena
Sutcliffe MW, David Peppecorn MW and Shinya Tasaki (best sommelier of the world 1995) who has lately chosen Castel
Grand Vin 1997 as one of the best wines of the world. The same wine has been selected by the Decanter magazine as the
red wine of the month and the chardonnay “C” 1999 as one of the recommended wines of the same month,

n 1988, Eli G. Ben-Zaken planted his first vineyard and made
Ihis first wine in 1992. In biblical times, wine was made on these
hills and vineyards were planted on man-made terraces. Later
on, the Crusaders built a chain of castles on the road to Jerusalem, hen-
ce the name “Castel”.
Because of the hilly topography the vineyard is divided in several small
parcelles, the furthest of which is four miles from the winery.
In fact, he has succeeded in creating a very special terroir, which
combines good climatic conditions and a typical wine country soil
of terra-rossa, clay and limestone.

Eli G. Ben-Zaken is always looking for ways to improve himself
and is very particular about details in winemaking as well as in vi-
ne growing. He strives to make high quality fine wines with Old
World traditional methods. He uses only the best French oak bar-
riques from the central forests of France, and keeps them no lon-
ger than two or three years. He ferments and macerates his grapes
for up to 30 days and ages the Grand Vin 32 months before relea-
se. In short, he relies on time to make and improve his wines.

His wines are well suited for aging and should reach their peak a few
years after their release.
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Domaine du Castel has been invited
by the Decanter Magazine to
participate to the “RISING STAR”
event in london 19th May 2001 at
the Landmark Hotel
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CASTEL GRAND VIN 1997

Is a blend of mainly Cabernet-Sauvignon with Merlot and a little Perit Verdot,
and is aged 24 months in new French oak barriques.

“I'was impressed... bravo! Deep colour. Very blackberry nose. Velvet smooth.
Rosy, soft fruit. Beautifully made. Lovely fresh finish.” (Serena Sutcliffe).

“Very honeyed, scented black fruit and chocolate, combined with sweet tannins.
This is still young but will improve with age. Delicious!” (***** Decanter)

“C” BLANC DU CASTEI

Is a Chardonnay barrel fermented in 2/3 new French oak and 1/3 year old bar-
riques, and aged sur lie, with frequent batonnage, for 12 months.

1998 - “Very rewarding - full of fruit and flavour — rich and mouth-coating.
Bravo!” (Serena Sutcliffe)

1999 - “Full, toasty buttery currant fruit with wonderful structure and a good
streak of acidity.” (**** Decanter)

PETIT CASTEL 1998

Is a blend of Merlot with an addition of Cabernet-Sauvignon and is aged 12
months in French oak barriques. Perfumed, rose petals and smoky, gamey, fruit
almost like a hung pheasant, so smooth and perfumed on the palate, rich, ripe
and gamey, very long length (**** Decanter).
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